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Presidents’ Message
We welcome each new year with celebration and anticipation of good things to
come. In this new year, the guild is preparing for many good things. This is our 70th
Anniversary of the guild’s founding in 1947. Norma Smayda and Mary Brunell have
already begun planning for a fitting celebration. At our Feb. 4th meeting members
completed a survey about activities and ideas for our anniversary. The event is planned
for October. 

This year is a “NEWS year,” the New England Weavers’ Seminar, held from July
13th through 16th at Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts, and is not to be
missed. It is held every two years on odd-numbered years. As a guild member, you
should have received a NEWS pamphlet, the theme “New England Weave Together.”
Please note that because of credit card processing problems the online registration,
which was to begin Feb. 12, is now delayed until 2 p.m. on Sunday, February 19, 2017,
on the NEWS Web site: www.newenglandweaversseminar.com. The online application
is easy to use and it will show you in real time which classes are available. !
! Our guild has significant responsibilities at NEWS, including a Special Exhibit
and our Table Show. We are doing the NEWS Special Exhibit, which is titled: A
Passion for Weaving — Three Rhode Island Weavers: celebrating the work of
master weavers Jan Doyle, Antonia Kormos and Norma Smayda. For the Table Show,
each guild will have one table to display the members’ work. We have chosen Bonnets,
Boas and Bags, as the theme for our guild’s 2017 NEWS table. If you haven’t started
your project for the table yet, now is the time! And if you’re wondering how to create a
bag, bonnet or boa from your woven work, we can get no better advice than from
members Manon Pelletier and Judy Schaefer, who, in April, will give us a morning
presentation and afternoon workshop on Sewing with Handwoven Fabric. Note that
our April meeting will be held at a different location: The Clark Memorial Library in
Carolina, RI.

Our guild’s NEWS representatives are Linda Rhynard and Sylvia Kilgour. They
will be reporting on progress at our monthly meetings, and will be asking for your help.
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We’ll need help both before and during the seminar. If you plan to attend NEWS, please
make room in your schedule to volunteer.

We also have our Taking Risks: The Weaving Game Challenge. You can still
join the challenge by contacting Sally Rianhard. Our results will be shown at our June
meeting.

Our by-laws state that a part of our mission is to “educate the membership of the
corporation and the general public in the arts of handweaving, spinning, dyeing and
related activities in the fiber arts.” We thank Sally Rianhard for taking on two additional
initiatives, namely our Demonstration Day and Towel Exhibit at the North Kingstown
Free Library to be held in May. Current plans are to display our towels in the library for
the month of May. Please bring your towels to the April (or May) guild meeting. On May
13, a Saturday, we will be demonstrating weaving and spinning. Sally is planning to
have hands-on activities for the whole family. Watch for details and mark your calendars
to be here on May 13th. Volunteers are needed. Your participation is crucial to make this
a successful day.

Besides our 70th Anniversary and NEWS, the guild’s officers and committee
leaders are working on many issues: how to continue bringing great programming to our
meetings; fundraising; exhibits; attracting new members; education grants and
education outreach; planning and budgeting to name a few. Your ideas are always
welcome and you are especially welcome to serve as an upcoming officer or committee
head. Be assured, we welcome your talents in helping our guild continue for the next 70
years and more, and we will do everything we can to help you succeed.

We can’t end our message without talking about how important guilds are in
keeping our art and craft alive. To do so, we need to join and pay dues, to attend
meetings and to contribute. Mary Meigs Atwater writes in the first chapter of The
Shuttlecraft Book of American Hand-Weaving (1928), “The guild of the weavers is
believed to be the most ancient of all the English guilds. Its exact age is unknown, but
mention of its activities is made in a document of the year 1100. ” Marguerite Porter
Davison, in her “green book,” A Handweaver’s Pattern Book (1944), writes: “One of the
joys of the study was the association with other weavers and the wealth of suggestions
from many sources.” 

We are looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting and enjoying the
“wealth of suggestions” that you bring to share. Don’t forget to bring something for Show
and Tell.

Happy 70th Anniversary

Janet Cooper, co-president,  
Ingrid Buhre, co-president
Feb. 13, 2017!
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Member News 
Jan Austin and Linda Rhynard have been accepted into a juried exhibit at a 
Gallery in N. H. We are both members of TWiNE. ( Tapestry Weavers in New 
England). The show was recently highlighted in ATA ekudos. ATA is American 
Tapestry Alliance. 

The emporium link will bring you to the exhibit notice 
http://emporiumframing.com 

Several of Linda Rhynard’s masks have been accepted to be part of an 
exhibit at UMASS Dartmouth.  Laurie Carlson Steger is one of the guest 
curators. Members of Bayberry Spinners will be joining Linda in a spinning 
demonstration at the opening night.

 WOMEN, ART AND FIBERS:CONTEMPORARY RESPONSES TO ABOLITION AND THE JOURNEY 
NORTH 
March 8 – April 4, 2017
OPENING RECEPTION
Wednesday, March 8, 4 pm – 6 pm 
COMMENTS BY THE ARTISTS
Wednesday, March 8, 5 pm
Gallery Hours
Monday through Thursday 10 am – 4 pm 
Fridays 10 am – noon
umassd.edu/cvpa/galleries/galleries
facebook.com/UMassDartmouthGalleries
CVPA Campus Gallery
College of Visual and Performing Arts 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
285 Old Westport Road
North Dartmouth, MA 02747
This program is supported in part by a grant from the Dartmouth Cultural Council, 
which is a local agency supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.
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Long-time Member News 
Sally Dubois, a long-time member of WGRI, recently reached out and shared some thoughts.  Such 
perfect timing as we approach our 70th Anniversary! 

Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island   (memories of a long-time member)
Because of Lisa Geigen’s  2016 project of scanning old Guild Newsletters, it reminded me that 
we have not always had a newsletter. It is because of Norma Smayda that we have had so many 
speakers and programs at the Guild and I hope that is reflected in whatever newsletters there 
are.
My story:  In the Providence Evening Bulletin in September 1977, I spotted a notice of a 
beginners class of handloom weaving to be held at the old South County museum. That was 
then an old house in a rural area. I drove there from Providence, in the dark evening  hours to 
learn.  I had graduated in 1946 from Rhode Island School of Design during war years and the 
school had a diminished textile department so I had not had a chance to study weaving during 
my school years. The few male textile students studied microscopy.  What was that ? -  and 
what is a Jacquard  loom? The silk screen tables were at least available so we did learn to print 
some yardage.
In the seventies, I had been given “the Joy of Weaving”  by Osma G. Tod, and could not begin 
to understand it and its diagrams.  In two rooms in that old house in south county, there were 
probably twenty (or more) simple 4-H table looms. Norma taught us all to wind a warp, dress 
the loom, thread the reed, wind a stick shuttle, and  WEAVE!   We were able to take the 
looms home and lift various combinations and study the results. Some people dropped out, but 
most of us stayed. I was always impressed that with Norma’s soft voice and great patience, in 
two rooms full of students, we “got it”.
In 1978, I joined Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island and drove to monthly meetings and have 
continued to learn and hold an interest in weaving.
The Guild met for many years at the North Kingston Library. Then they met in several other 
towns, always with a loyal following.  Norma’s connections to the Boston and Connecticut 
Guilds as well as the Handweaver’s Guild of America, brought a number of featured speakers to 
us in Rhode Island. There was Peter Collingwood, of England,  he talked about his rugs and 
museum pieces, and his study of Sprang - a kind of plied cord interlacement.  Dini Moes of 
Canada, gave a workshop, and a Guatemalan woman demonstrated a backstrap loom – no 
English required.   Helen Jarvis, who wove a cotton coverlet for the Lincoln Bedroom in the 
White House gave a talk about her work. Nationally known Anita Luvera Myers and Madelyn van 
der Hoogt were also wonderful speakers.
For the 50th Anniversary of  the R. I. Guild,  I spent several days, under special permission, at 
the R.I. Historical Library looking at old Guild records, but was not allowed to scan them. Those 
early newsletters were a perfect mirror of those formal times. And for our 1997 party, some of 
us wore hats and carried, in gloved hands, a small handbag, and of course wore 
stockings. 12/6/16
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 2017 account of a long-ago visit to the W. E. Brigham home in Providence, R. I.  

At that date, I did not know that Mr. Brigham was a well-known Arts-and-Crafts artist and 
jeweler in the Boston area.  
This home was the setting for many early meetings of the Weavers’ Guild of Rhode 
Island. Its address: 460 Rochambeau Ave. is near the corner of Blackstone Boulevard. 
My group met in December of 1958 or 1959. I was a passenger in a brand new Edsel. I 
was with a group from the Unitarian Church who went Christmas caroling there. We 
must have used the Cole Ave. garage entrance. We sang for the elderly mother of either 
Mr. or Mrs. Hugo Linnell who was unseen in an upstairs room. We learned that she died 
later that night. The family thanked us later.  
(I once saw a Linnell Villa loom some years later. It was a large Swedish-style wooden 
loom with an overhead beater, probably locally made.)  
Then we were led to a vast two-story room with all sorts of paintings, wood carvings, 
textile objects collected from world travels and a special glass case displaying some 
small object. A Faberge egg? I cannot trust my memory, it was small and jeweled. 
Maybe a box shape? A treasure for sure.  
There in the “Little Museum”, we watched Mr. Brigham concoct a very powerful Swedish 
Glogg, which translates to “glow”. This involved a whole bottle of brandy and spices and 
wine set aflame. After sipping this, it is no wonder that my memory failed. But we did go 
on to other houses to sing.  
A recent Google search tells me that William E. Brigham (1885 – 1962) was the maker 
of a small silver ewer and plateau which is in the Metropolitan Museum in New York 
City. I do remember that Harold Price, Head of Design at The Gorham Silver Co. in 
Providence, was also a member of this early Weavers’ Guild. And some of the Brigham 
collection is now in the Museum of Art in Providence. Keep searching – there is more 
about jeweled objects.  
William E. Brigham married Clara Louise Rust of Cleveland Ohio in 1914.  
Now search http://www.curbed.com/2012/9/11/10330384/the-last-great-estate-in-
providence-asks-a-whooping-95m That is 9.5 million.  
This past 2016 summer, I noted that the white stucco wall, with red tile top, is still there 
and visible still is the small sod-roofed log house in the northeast corner.  
And today - 2017- the note from the old reports, that Berta Frey was a guest speaker on 
October 2 of 1949, is a reminder to me, that my paperback copy of her book: Designing 
and Drafting for Handweavers published in 1958, is a good teacher even today. I call it 
an essential book to learn about overshot and many other classic weave structures. You 
will do analysis as you read.  
Berta Frey (not to be confused with Bertha Hayes) was a well-known teacher.   Sally 
DuBois   1/15/17 
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Miscellaneous 

Notice to members: Educational Grant funds are available for workshops/classes 
or for NEWS (New England Weavers' Seminar) this coming July 2017.  Members 
interested may review grant guidelines and conditions found in the guild 
Website: http://www.wgri.org.  Inquiries may be sent to the Educational Grant 
Chair -  Manon Pelletier: mvgrpell@gmail.com or by calling 401-226-4449

In Memoriam:

Randall Darwall, 69, weaver of museum-worthy clothing
Randy Darwall's Obituary

Newsletter  archive project is still ongoing.  Check out the link for some 
interesting reading back to 1947!  Please check your libraries.  We are in search 
of newsletters from 1965-1980.

http://www.wgri.org/wgri-webpages/news-archive.html 
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NEWS Information: 
Basic Info NEWS 2017 will be held from July 13—16 at Smith College in Northampton 
MA. Registration Brochure All members and prior NEWS attendees should have received 
the brochure.. If you have not received one, log onto the NEWS website to download 
the info. 

Online registration, which was scheduled to begin Feb. 12, is re-scheduled to Sunday, 
Feb. 19, beginning at 2 p.m. The delay is because of a problem with processing credit 
card information.  For best choice of classes, plan to register on-line and early. Mail-in 
registration is available for NEWS 2017. If you are anxious for a particular course and 
considering mail-in registration, you should know that mail-in forms will be entered as 
time allows and will generally receive lower priority than on-line registrations. If you do 
not have computer access, you could consider asking a friend for help.

 Entering Shows All members are urged to consider weaving something to enter into 
the gallery show or the fashion show. There are a few changes for NEWS 2017. There 
will be NO runway show. Fashion items will be judged and then hung in the static 
fashion show. Additionally the NEWS board had voted to require physical samples of 
the cloth as part of the NEWS 2017 entry process. Over the summer the board 
reconsidered and samples will now be required in 2019 and are recommended for 
2017. Please log onto the NEWS website to review all criteria carefullyfor submissions.

Guild responsibility- We will be hosting the Special Exhibit showcasing the work of 
Norma, Tony and Jan Doyle. We will need volunteers to staff the exhibit while it is open 
for viewing. I will have the hours needed shortly. We will also need volunteers to help 
set up the the Guild able exhibit.. Please let me know if can help with that also.. I will 
walk you thru the process for signing up online for those volunteer hours.. 

Guild table- our theme is Bonnets, Boas and Bags- i think that the guild tables are fun 
to review while at NEWS- the creativity is amazing

What i need from you
1. Are you planning to attend NEWS
2. Are you planning to submit either Garment or Gallery submission for judging?
3. Are you planning to submit for the guild table?
4. Do you have any questions about the registration process.. 

You can reach me at 401-258-7577
or email lrhynard@yahoo.com
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WGRI Schedule 2016-2017 

March 4th, 2017 Norma Smayda: Three Shaft Weaves: More for Less. 

April 1st, 2017 Manon Pelletier and Judy Schaefer - Sewing Workshop 
(morning presentation, afternoon workshop) This meeting and workshop 
will take place at the Clark Library in Carolina, RI. 

May 4 and May 5: 3-D Weaving on your Loom workshop with Sally Eyring. 
May 4th: noon to 5 pm;  May 5th: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.   North Kingstown Free Library 
Cost is determined by number of participants: for 12 people — $50. For 10 people — $60. for 8 
people — $75. Additional tools needed will be supplied by the instructor for a small fee ($10).  
Maximum 12 people. Payment is due on April 1, 2017. If you need to cancel, we will refund your 
fee if we are able to fill your space.  

List of Supplies:  Each student will need to bring a table or floor loom, with a minimum of 4 
shafts, that has been previously warped per instructions that are sent out ahead of time.   The 
warp will be tied to the front cloth beam, sleyed, and threaded through the shafts as instructed.   
However, the warp will not be beamed onto the back beam.    Each student will need between 2 
and 4 clean, empty milk or juice jugs (the kind with a loop handle) that can be filled with water 
and hung off the back beam as weights.    Each student will bring several extra bobbins that can 
be used (as they will be shown) to attach the chained warp sections to the water weights. 

Students will need to bring their own shuttles (3 are recommended), weft yarn, a reed or 
threading hook, and scissors. 

 Her 3D weaving can be seen at: 
 http://handwovenandsewn.blogspot.com/  
 http://sallyglassdreams.blogspot.com/ 

May 6th, 2017 Sally Eyring, "Hot Topic - Weaving with Glass" 
You may have noticed that weaving requires materials that are somewhat flexible. . . . So how is it even 
possible to weave with a material as totally rigid and fragile as glass? And what does the American Studio 
Glass Movement have in common with modern weaving technology? In addition, what if you want to 
weave with glass but don't have all of the necessary equipment? If these momentous issues have been 
keeping you awake at night, then this talk will answer all of your questions. 

June 3rd, 2017 Pot Luck 
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REMEMBER TO BRING ITEMS FOR SHOW & TELL

The Weavers' Guild of Rhode Island was founded in 1947.  Our goal is to promote the 
understanding and practice of the art and craft of weaving both for its members and 

the public. 

We usually meet on the first Saturday of the month at the North Kingstown Free 
Library. Doors open at 9am for coffee and socializing. The meeting begins at 9:30 am 
sharp with the speaker. We break for a brown-bag lunch about twelve. Everyone is 

welcome.

http://www.nklibrary.org/
http://www.nklibrary.org/

